
 

 
 

U.S. Secretary of Education names Castle Creek Elementary the 2017 
U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon School 

 
May 17, 2017 - The U.S. Department of Education 
announced that Castle Creek Elementary is among 
the 2017 U.S. Department of Education Green 
Ribbon Schools award honorees.  

The school embeds Green School topics into the 
curriculum in the way subject matter standards are 
presented, materials are developed to present the standards, and activities and field trips are 
incorporated to teach the standards. Reducing the environmental impact of operations through 
conservation and recycling is a top priority: Castle Creek has cut 603 metric tons of greenhouse 

gas emissions over 30 months, and maintains 
a 60 percent recycling rate. An outdoor 
reading room and bird sanctuary allow 
students to enjoy the natural habitat around 
the school while learning. Students, many of 
whom participate in the 4-H club, research 
nature and the environment through outdoor 
observations, raised drought-resistant grass, 
built a nature trail, and use the school garden 
to grow fresh vegetables for the school’s food 
pantry.  

“Our students have taken the initiative to their families who are finding ways to recycle, reuse, 
repurpose, save water and save energy,” stated Castle Creek Elementary Principal Monica 
Johnson, who serves as secretary for her school’s Dragon Green Team made up of adults and 
students. “Our entire school family embraced this initiative and our motto of “Live Green” in 
order to benefit our children as they move forward in their lives.” 

Across the country, 45 schools, nine districts, and nine postsecondary institutions are being 
honored for their innovative efforts to reduce environmental impact and utility costs, improve 
health and wellness, and ensure effective sustainability education.  

Castle Creek Elementary was named the top green school in Orange County and top green 
building in Florida through Sustainable Florida for 2015-16. 



The honorees were named from a pool of candidates nominated by 28 states and the 
Department of Defense Department of Education Activity. The list of all selected schools, 
districts, colleges, and universities, as well as their nomination packages, can be found here. A 
report with highlights on the 63 honorees can be found here. More information on the federal 
recognition award can be found here. Resources for all schools to move toward the three Pillars 
can be found here.  

 

(For more information, please contact Media Promotions at 407.317.3458) 

 

### 

 
OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement  
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic information, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance matters: Equal 
Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer & Title IX Coordinator: Jared Brooks; ADA Coordinator: Michael D. Graf; Section 504 
Coordinator: Latonia Green. (407.317.3200) 
 

http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/awards.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/performance.html
http://www.ed.gov/green-ribbon-schools
http://www.greenstrides.org/

